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Introduction

“Ordination is the solemn observance whereby representatives of the church corporate, together with the Elders representing the local congregation, set apart and charge those men whom God has called already and equipped for ministry, through the laying on of hands and the offering of prayer for spiritual enduement.” (Manual)
The Board of Directors instructed the President to begin an investigation of the statement on ordination as found in the Manual of The Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada (hereafter “the Alliance”) and to conclude that investigation by issuing an interpretation of the statement with special focus on the question of ordination and gender. The President has done two things in preparation for issuing an interpretation. First he asked for three papers to be written on the statement and for those papers to explore the meaning of the statement and to specifically address the following issue: is there anything in the statement on ordination which makes ordination gender specific?  Secondly, the President asked the delegates at General Assembly 2010 to address this issue at the Assembly Round Tables. Further, the summaries of the Round Table discussions have been studied by the President and by two other people. The following is the President’s interpretation of the statement on ordination. This interpretation is limited to the positive understanding of ordination in the Alliance as presented in the statement and as practiced, and negatively, what the ordination does not mean. 
The Meaning of the Statement on Ordination
The Round Table discussions produced a variety of questions regarding various words and phrases in the statement. It would seem helpful to first explain the statement word by word or phrase by phrase.
Solemn observance 
This means that ordination is a rite or ceremony, a formal occasion which is formative—formative meaning that something is done, something is made, by the enactment of the rite which did not exist before. An example of a formative rite would be marriage in which two people who at the beginning are not married, are married at the end. So, at the beginning of the solemn observance a person has not been set aside, is not one of the church’s ministers, but is at the end.

Representatives of the church corporate
Local churches are not empowered by the Alliance to set people aside for ministry, only the wider family of churches may do this. “The church corporate” in this statement does not refer to what is known as the universal Church, which is all Christians in all times and places, but is limited to churches of the Alliance. Thus the representatives are present on behalf of the whole family of churches of the Alliance in Canada. In the gracious atmosphere that currently exists among various church families it is also true that once a particular family of churches ordains someone, the others recognize that pastor’s rights and privileges.
Together with the Elders representing the local congregation 
The rite of ordination is embedded in the local church, notwithstanding exceptions made for our international workers. Pastors and other workers arise from within the local church and the local church affirms the call and the gifting and affirms the decision to move to a place of lifelong service. 

Set apart 
(Acts 13:2) Those being ordained are set apart from secular work to a life of service working for the Lord as servants of the church, a work for which we use the English word “ministry.” This is in keeping with the words of Paul to Timothy that no one who goes to war gets involved in civilian affairs (2 Timothy 2:3,5). Even tentmakers, i.e., International Workers involved in work, church planters who may be supporting themselves, still fall into this category because it is recognized that their employment is a platform for the life of ministry to which they have dedicated themselves. 
Thus, as has been true in the church from the time of the apostles, there is a distinction in the Alliance between lay people and clergy. Lay people do minister and are involved in ministry, but they are not “set apart” from their secular occupation for ministry. Those who are “set apart” carry the chief responsibility for guiding the church, opening the Word, preparing God’s people for ministry (Ephesians 4:12). Having been set apart they are held to a high standard of accountability by the church for their teaching and their life (1 Timothy 4:16).
And charge
Paul gave a charge to Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:1, a charge that has remained throughout church history as the foundation for the charge given to every pastor at ordination: to preach, to always be prepared to do the work of correction, rebuking and encouraging, and to do it with patience and careful instruction.
Those men
These words limit the rite of ordination in The Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada to males.

Whom God has called already 
(Acts 13:2) A person is not set apart for ministry because they have volunteered, that is, of their own will they have made it a career choice, but rather, they are set apart for ministry because both the local congregation and the wider church affirms that they have been called to this work by God and that their entering ministry is a response to the call, an act of obedience to the Father who is sending workers into the harvest field. 

Thus the rite of ordination is a public declaration on the part of the church that the church believes that such a calling on this person’s life exists and in ordination that calling is affirmed.
And equipped for ministry 
Some ambiguity and perhaps confusion arises when the word “ministry” appears in the statement because our English word “ministry” is one of several translations of the Greek word diakoneo. Because this word is common in the Greek New Testament its translation depends on context. Sometimes it is translated literally, as in Acts 6:2 “wait on tables” while other times it is translated as “service”
. However, in Acts 6:4 the work of the “ministry” of the Word of God is distinguished from other kinds of ministry, i.e., other kinds of diakoneo,
 and in Ephesians 4:11-13 there is a specific reference to the fact that the people of the Church need to be equipped. Thus, when the Twelve maintained that they needed to continue in their devotion to the work of building the Church up through preaching and teaching, they established a pattern for the Church to set some aside, not only from secular employment, but also from other forms of ministry, so that they might build the Church up through the Word. 
When the ordination statement uses the word ministry it is not referring to the needed and legitimate work of everyone in the church who are exercising their gifts, but rather it is a reference limited to the ministry of the Word and hence to the setting aside for that particular ministry, based on Acts 6:1-4.
“Ministry of the Word” is a spiritual work, but also a work that is to be done with skill. Thus a person whose life is being dedicated to ministry is expected to acquire skill through years of preparation. It is the duty of the church, through its ordination process to test that skill to see if it is adequate for the demands of this ministry. There is a sense in which the rite of ordination affirms that this person has the appropriate skill level for ministry. 
However, skill is empty without the equipping work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit ultimately equips a person with gifts and abilities for ministry and the rite of ordination is also an affirmation by the church, both local and national, that this spiritual equipping has occurred.

Through the laying on of hands 
(Acts 13:3, 1 Timothy 4:14) Laying on hands is an ancient ritual of the church whereby the church representatives show their unity and show that they are asking God to especially minister in a particular way to a particular person. Laying on of hands in this case means that this person is being affirmed before God and the watching congregation in the ways mentioned already. As well, in this instance, as in the instances referenced in Acts 13 and 1 Timothy 4, the laying on of hands is a performative action which actually does set this person aside for the work of ministry.
And the offering of prayer for spiritual enduement 
“Endue” means “invest or provide (a person) with qualities, powers, etc.”
  A prayer is offered (as was the case for Paul, Barnabas, and Timothy) and throughout history the prayer of ordination has specifically requested that the Holy Spirit would give spiritual gifts, sometimes new spiritual gifts, and empower those gifts, so that this person might be able to fulfill the calling to ministry.
What Ordination Does
In reference to men it might be assumed by some that in Alliance practice ordination does little since men at the time of their being licensed as official workers with a portable license are given the authority to function fully as pastors in performing the sacraments and fulfilling the other duties of ministry. However, it needs to be understood that this granting of ability and authority is temporary. During a two year time prior to ordination the District Superintendent and the Ordaining Council monitor the candidate’s actual skill to function in ministry as well as the authenticity of the call from God. 
Thus the male worker during these two years is in a time of preparation. Ordination is the time when the preparation is successfully fulfilled, the skills, gifting and calling are affirmed and the candidate is actually set aside for a life of ministry.

Ordination therefore establishes the following: permanency of ministerial function, the authority to function in ministry, and accountability. This permanency/authority/accountability is annually reviewed by the District Superintendent or the President and re-affirmed in the annual granting of the Official Workers License. If the ordained worker enters a time of withdrawal from active ministry and is no longer licensed, it is understood that the worker’s ordination is in abeyance.
What Ordination Does Not Do in the Alliance in Canada

Ordination does not grant power or authority to bring God’s grace to people that is not held by any Christian. 

Ordination does not grant a worker authority over other people, be they male or female. Ordination is a setting apart to a life of service in the church. In 1 Peter 5:3 the Apostle Peter specifically prohibits those who lead the church from “lording it over” others.
Ordination does not grant authority to supervise the sacraments. That authority is granted by the Portable Official Workers License.

Ordination does not grant authority to be a senior pastor. General Assembly sets any such parameters.

Ordination does not grant authority over the interpretation of the Word of God. This authority is in the Official Workers License.
Ordination is not in itself a sacrament. No special gift of grace is given to the ordained minister that is not available to any Christian as Christ wills.
�  Examples of diakoneo being translated as “service” in the NIV: Romans 15:31 where Paul bring an offering to the poor in Jerusalem and 2 Corinthians 8:4 where it means giving an offering for the poor in Jerusalem; Eph 4:12 which speaks of the exercise of the spiritual gifts by all Christians.


�  Hermann W. Beyer comments in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, vol. II, in his article on Diakoneo “…so grateful regard for God and concern for one’s neighbour together make the divine gift which each is to receive into a gift which is owed to the neighbour. In 1 Pt. 4:11, as in Ac, 6, the charismata are divided into ministry of Word and ministry of act, the latter being specifically described as  diakoniein. “ (p.86) 





And further: “But even the highest Christian office, the preaching of the Gospel, is described as a ministry of the Word in Ac.6:4. Probably the original meaning is reflected in this phrase. The Word of God is offered as the bread of life. The true service of the preacher is with a view to the salvation of his brethren, to whom he must render ten diakonian tes katallages by proclaiming to them the Word of reconciliation (2C 5:18 f.).” (p. 87)


� The Concise Oxford Dictionary





